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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

It’s Party Time! 

The Fant Wildlife Group is 20 years old this year! To celebrate this significant 
occasion we are having a party on 25th June and you are invited. 

Deputy Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr Malcolm Greer and Mrs Brenda Greer will 
open the event which will include live music, a barbecue, dishes prepared with 
wild food foraged from the Fant Wildlife Area, stalls, games and much more. 

Please invite all your friends and neighbours to come along and help make it a 
celebration to remember! 

Katie and the Fallen Tree 
On the 22nd March this year we were all affected by the strong winds and 
heavy rain of Storm Katie, and the Fant Wildlife Area did not escape 
unscathed. 

A sycamore tree estimated at 20-25ft tall fell, 
blocking the main path through the wooded 
area closest to Unicumes Lane.  

Volunteers at the monthly work party tried to 
clear some of the side branches, but as you can see from the photo a chainsaw 
was required to cut the main trunk. 

Thankfully Maidstone Borough Council Parks and Leisure Department came 
to our aid and soon had the area clear. 

We are now planning to use the fallen timber to create a habitat pile which 
will act as a haven for all kinds of wildlife. 

Summer 2016 

Upcoming Events 
 
• Saturday 11th June 
Workparty 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 11th June 
AGM Picnic - bring a plate to 
share 
 
• Saturday 18th June 
Nature Spotter - Bats 
from 9pm 
 
• Saturday 25th June 
20th Anniversary Party 
from 1pm 
 
• Saturday 9th July 
Workparty 10am-12.30 
 
• Wednesday 13th July 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
• Saturday 16th July 
Nature Spotter - Butterflies, 
bumblebees, grasshoppers and 
crickets from 2pm 
 
• Saturday 13th August 
Workparty 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 20th August 
Nature Spotter - Butterflies, 
bumblebees, grasshoppers and 
crickets from 2pm 
 
• Wednesday 24th August 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
Our regular workparty takes place 
on the second Saturday of each 
month from 10am. You can get 
involved with all kinds of 
activities to help keep your 
nature reserve in great condition.  
 
You can find out more 
information about upcoming 
events on our website and 
facebook page. 



Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

All Creatures Great and Small 

Summer is a very busy season for the Fant Wildlife Area and an 
excellent time to get out and about and see some beautiful plants 
and animals. 

As you will see from the ‘Upcoming events’ section there are 
plenty of opportunities over the next few months to get involved. 

All are welcome to these 
nature spotting activities 
and they are great fun for 
all the family. 

At the end of May we were identifying and recording wildflowers. We 
spent a few hours in the sunshine and were lucky enough to see Heath 
Bedstraw (Galium saxatile), Common Vetch (Vicia sativa), Slender Trefoil 
(Trifolium dubium), Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill (Geranium dissectum), 
Common Mouse-ear (Cerastrum 
fontanum) and Germander 
Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys). 

On 18th June we will be looking for bats. If you’re planning to join us 
please bring a torch, so you can find your way home safely after sunset. If 
you have your own bat detector please bring it along. 

On 16th July and 20th August we have two opportunities to learn about 
butterflies, bumblebees, grass hoppers and crickets.  

Welcome Guests 

It’s amazing where wildlife will make a home! Volunteers had just arrived on site 
for the May workparty when an extraordinary discovery was made. 

A wood mouse had made a home for itself amongst a bag of gardening gloves 
and a Blue Tit’s nest was found perched on top of the padlock for the shed! 

We are pleased to report that the wood mouse was released safely and thanks to 
some quick thinking the nest was left undisturbed whilst the workparty 
continued as planned. 
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